3152      Cat:  Valvular heart disease/Heart valve surgery - adult


A TALE OF TWO HEARTS: ANY NEW ECHOCARDIOGRAPHY TRICKS IN VALVULAR HEART DISEASE? 
S.V. Pislaru 

Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, USA
One of the most challenging tasks dilemma in valvular heart disease is choosing the appropriate timing for surgical intervention. Current clinical measures of left ventricular function (ejection fraction and ventricular dimensions) are not sensitive enough to detect early myocardial dysfunction. This is outlined in the clinical cases presented. More sensitive methods for detecting early subclinical LV dysfunction are critically needed in valvular heart disease. Emerging methods are reviewed. 

